RESOLUTION NO. 2015-55
ORDINANCE NO.  2015-04

AGENDA

: MISSION STATEMENT
"Our team is dedicated to protecting, enhancing, and developing our rich water resources to the
highest beneficial use for Calaveras County, while maintaining cost-conscious, reliable service, and our
quality of life, through responsible management."

Special Meeting Date: Calaveras County Water District
Tuesday, October 20, 2015 120 Toma Court, (PO Box 846)
2:00 p.m. San Andreas, California 95249

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the Administration Office at 209-754-3028. Notification in advance of the meeting will enable CCWD
to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. Any documents that are made available to
the Board before or at the meeting, not privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure, and related to agenda items,
will be made available at CCWD for review by the public.

NOTE: Director Davidson will be participating in the meeting by Teleconference Jfrom the BG’s General Store, 113
Highway 371, Thoreau, NM, 87323

ORDER OF BUSINESS

CALL TO ORDER /PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

1. ROLL CALL

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
At this time, members of the public may address the Board on any non-agendized item. The
public is encouraged to work through staff to place items on the agenda for Board consideration.
No action can be taken on matters not listed on the agenda. Comments are limited to five minutes
per person.

3. Discussion / Action to support Warren Act Contract for the Calaveras County Water District.
RES 2015-
4.* Discussion / Action regarding reimbursement of Directors for attendance at non-CCWD meetings.

S. NEXT BOARD MEETINGS

= Wednesday, October 28, 2015, 9:00 a.m., Regular Board Meeting
=  Thursday, November 12, 2015, 9:00 a.m., Regular Board Meeting
®  Wednesday, December 9, 2015, 9:00 a.m., Regular Board Meeting

6. ADJOURNMENT
« *No information included in packet

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bertha Underhill, President Terry Strange, Vice President
Jeff Davidson, Director Scott Ratterman, Director Dennis Mills, Director



Agenda ltem

DATE: October 20, 2015
TO: Board of Directors
FROM: Dave Eggerton, General Manager

SUBJECT: Resolution of Support for Warren Act Contract at New Melones Reservoir

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Motion: / adopt Resolution No. 2015-__  supporting
Calaveras County Water District's (CCWD) continued pursuit of a Warren Act Contract
for access to water storage at New Melones Reservoir.

SUMMARY:

CCWD has some of the oldest rights to water in the Stanislaus River system, dating
back to the Gold Rush era of the 1850’s. Although the District has high-elevation
reservoir storage within the upper Stanislaus watershed, CCWD does not have similar
access to surface storage downstream on the river system. To maximize the beneficial
use of these water rights for the benefit of our county and other communities in the
region, CCWD has worked to gain access to storage in New Melones Reservoir, a
Central Valley Project facility operated by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation). Under existing federal law, the Warren Act of 1911, local agencies such
as CCWD may contract with Reclamation to store and convey non-project water, such
as water under the District's own water rights, in a federal reservoir such as New
Melones with capacity in excess of stored project water.

For the past two years, CCWD has worked for the inclusion of a Warren Act Contract to
store 100,000 acre-feet of water in New Melones in federal drought legislation
introduced by the House of Representatives and Senate in 2014 and 2015. Through
the many efforts of staff and the District's expert water policy consultants, Warren Act
Contract language was included in a drought bill introduced by Congressman David
Valadao of the San Joaquin Valley, and co-sponsored by Congressman McClintock, last
year. That bill passed the House but was not introduced in the Senate.

This year, drought legislation was again introduced by Congressman Valadao in the
House as well as Senators Feinstein and Boxer in the Senate. Unfortunately, as
introduced, neither bill now contains the Warren Act Contact language sought by the
District. There have been some concerns raised regarding the language by certain
downstream interests. However, the bills are still in development with growing
consensus for the need for a comprehensive, western-wide drought bill for passage into
law. In fact, earlier this month the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
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held a hearing on these and other drought bilis with the committee chair’'s stated goal of
achieving passage of comprehensive drought legislation.

Throughout this process, the District has continued to advocate for the inclusion of
Warren Act Contract language in whatever legislation ultimately emerges in Congress.
To that end, CCWD has submitted language to our representatives in Congress asking
for a Warren Act Contract that would maximize beneficial use of water under CCWD’s
existing rights for such purposes as:

e An alternative water supply for the CALFIRE Air Attack Base in Columbia,
currently served by one source: a wooden flume and lengthy earthen canal
system in Tuolumne County at great risk of the next catastrophic fire or other
natural or man-made disasters. This Air Base provides first-response, fixed
wing aircraft and helicopter fire suppression for an area covering 3.6 million
acres and portions of 7 counties, including Calaveras. This facility is dependent
upon access to a reliable supply of water to deliver water and fire retardant to
combat catastrophic events such as the Rim and Butte Fires.

e Drought protection for residents of Calaveras and Tuolumne Counties whose
private wells have, and will continue to, fail in the face of historic drought.

e A diversification of water supply sources to some areas in the region which are
currently solely dependent on one source of supply.

e More reliable water supplies for local agriculture dependent upon fractured rock
groundwater.

e Compliance with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 for the
Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Basin. Groundwater recharge is needed for
the Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Basin, which is in critical overdraft and
underlies a portion of Calaveras County and is a water supply for local residents
and agriculture.

e Coordinated reoperation of New Hogan Reservoir to enhance reservoir storage,
providing additional drought protection to residents of Calaveras County in the
Calaveras River watershed.

e Dedicated in-stream flows for water quality and fishery enhancements designed
to meet anticipated state requirements while preserving CCWD'’s ability to
partner with others downstream for the benefit of the residents of Calaveras
County.

e Drought protection for the communities of Copper Cove and Copperopolis,
solely dependent upon Stanislaus River water diverted at Lake Tulloch for all
municipal and fire protection needs.

e Potential water supply resiliency for areas within the basin, including a four
county area: Calaveras, Tuolumne, San Joaquin and Stanislaus.

In meeting with members of Congress and their staff earlier this month during our
advocacy efforts in Washington D.C., it was frequently noted that expanding the range
of benefits and other agencies in support of our efforts was extremely valuable in
furthering our cause. With letters of support in-hand from Tuolumne County, the
Tuolumne County Water Agency, and Twain Harte Community Services District (see
attachments), we were able to demonstrate a growing base of support. We look to
expand this coalition to include our own County government, local agencies throughout
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the County, and downstream agencies such as Stockton East Water District. In
furtherance of that goal, and to unequivocally demonstrate this Board's support for a
project to benefit current and future generations of Calaveras County, the Board is
asked with this agenda item to adopt a resolution of support for this critically important
effort of the District.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:

The recommended action with this agenda item does not require any additional
expenditure by CCWD. Funds for this effort, including federal advocacy through
consultant Mia O'Connell and water policy support through consultant John Mills, are
already included within the existing FY 2015/16 budget.

Attachment: Letters of Support for CCWD Warren Act Contract Efforts; Resolution No. No. 2015-___.
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Tuolumne County
Administration Center
2 South Green Street

Sonora, California 95370

LYFGRE

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
: COUNTY OF TUOLUMNE
Sherri Brennan, First District .
John L. Gray, Fourth District Randy Hanvelt, Second District

October 6, 2015

Via Email
Shelly_Abajian@feinstein.senate.gov

Senator Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

Alicia L. Jamar, Chief Deputy
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

Telephone: (209) 533-5521
Facsimile: (209) 533-6549
www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov

. Evan Royce, Third District
Karl Rodefer, Fifth District

Tuolumne County strongly supports Calaveras County Water District's (CCWD) request
for a Warren Act Contract to store water in New Melones Reservoir (attached). Such a contract
recognizes and supports the unique circumstances faced by headwater communities such as
ours. Approval will provide flexibility to capture and access water in a lower elevation reservoir
(a storage option not currently available) before flowing to downstream communities and water

systems, thereby enhancing regional water system resilience.

An example of a beneficiary of a Warren Act Contract in New Melones Reservoir is the
CalFire's Columbia Air Attack base in Tuolumne County. Planes and helicopters based there
provide protection to all of the Central Sierras encompassing millions of acres of land, hundreds
of thousands of people, and critical infrastructure in our watersheds. That base was a key
asset in protecting the Hetch Hetchy water system during the Rim Fire of 2013. This contract
opens a new opportunity to supply water from New Melones reservoir to the air attack base
through cooperative actions between Calaveras and Tuolumne County water agencies.

Calaveras and Tuolumne Counties' water delivery systems date back to the Gold Rush
of the mid-19th century and present high vulnerabilities and challenges to both natural and
human-caused natural disasters such as wildfires. Those systems use old wooden flumes
constructed along the sides of steep canyons over many miles to deliver a tenuous water
supply to its communities. Events such as the Rim Fire in 2013 (250,000 + acres) and the most
recent Butte Fire (70,000 + acres) of this year clearly demonstrate the need to address our
system vulnerabilities and dramatically increase our water systems' resiliency to future natural

and human-caused disasters.




Senator Dianne Feinstein
October 6, 2015
Page 2

Tuolumne County finds that approval of the requested Warren Act Contract on behalf of
CCWD is essential to regional water management and better serving the economic and public
health and safety needs of our communities. We strongly encourage Congressional legislative
action to incorporate the proposed language into any appropriate legislation.

‘fjeﬁh L. Gray
Chair, Board of Supervisors

hereby cedify that according to tf\e
:Novisi{)ns of Government Cko.de
Saction 25103, delivery of this
documant has been made.

Ui, JAMAR
f@ihe Board

BY:
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SEC. 312. ADDITIONAL WARREN ACT
CONTRACTS.

(a) ) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall develop and offer to the
Calaveras County Water District (hereafter in this section referred to as the
“CCWD”’) a Warren Act Contract enabling CCWD to impound and store
up to 100,000 acre-feet of their Stanislaus River water rights (non-project
water) in the New Melones Reservoir in accordance with the terms and
conditions of sections 1 through 3 of the Act of February 21, 1911 (43
U.S.C. 523-525; commonly known as the ‘“Warren Act’’) as provided for
herein. This stored water may be obtained for use by CCWD at a point, or
points determined convenient to the District.

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS - The terms and conditions of any contract
entered into under subsection (a) shall—

(1) be for a term of not less than 40 years; and
(2) expressly provide that—

(A) CCWD may use any water impounded and stored in the New Melones
Reservoir for any beneficial use under California law, including use within
the boundaries of the CCWD, transfer to and reasonable and beneficial use
by a person or entity not located within the boundaries of CCWD, and for in-
stream use in the Stanislaus River, the San Joaquin River watershed, or the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta as provided below.

(B) A maximum amount of water carried over, at the end of any
water year for storage in New Melones Reservoir by CCWD, from
one water year to the next, is limited to 65 thousand acre-feet,
provided that an additional 35 thousand acre-feet may be carried
over in storage solely at the discretion of CCWD, for use to

provide in-stream fish flows and/ or water quality purposes and
other beneficial uses downstream of New Melones Reservoir. Any
water so carried over and used for fish-flows and/or water quality
purposes by CCWD, under its storage right, shall be coordinated for
release by the Bureau of Reclamation in consultation with the
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appropriate state and federal fisheries and aquatic resources
agencies, the State Water Resources Control Board, and the Delta
Stewardship Council. For all water so released for fisheries flows
and/or water quality purposes out of CCWD's storage pool as
provided above, the Bureau of Reclamation shall forgive the CCWD
any storage charges, conveyance charges, or any other Warren Act
Contract charges in an equal amount based upon an acre-foot for acre
foot basis. Any water held over by the CCWD and used for fisheries
releases or water quality purposes shall not be subject to any storage
charges, conveyance charges, or any other Warren Act Contract
charges. Water so utilized for fisheries releases or water quality
purposes may also be used for other beneficial purposes subsequent
to the fisheries and water quality uses solely at the discretion of
CCWD.

C). CCWD may, solely at its discretion, carry over additional

water for fisheries and water quality purposes out of its 65 thousand
acre-foot storage pool. Water so utilized for fisheries releases or water
quality purposes may also be used for other beneficial purposes
subsequent to the fisheries and water quality uses solely at the
discretion of CCWD. Any such additional water carried over and
used for fisheries and/ or water quality purposes as provided above
shall not be subject to any storage charges, conveyance charges, or
any other Warren Act Contract charges and as provided above the
Bureau of Reclamation shall forgive the CCWD any storage charges,
conveyance charges, or any other Warren Act Contract charges in an
equal amount based upon an acre-foot for acre foot basis, for

that water year.

D). The points of delivery for CCWD's stored water shall be at points
suitable to put the water to beneficial use both within the Stanislaus
watershed and in areas outside the watershed, solely at the discretion
of CCWD.

E). Any new facilities necessary to put CCWD’s water to beneficial
use shall be constructed, maintained and operated by CCWD.
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F). CCWD's water so stored and delivered for beneficial use shall not
be subject to excess capacity limitations by the United States.

G). Water stored By CCWD, or carried over by CCWD in New
Melones Reservoir as provided herein shall not be defined or treated
as unused water and available to the United States.

H). Operations of New Melones Reservoir that result in spills shall
not count as spilled water of CCWD insofar as the amounts provided
herein.

I). Prior to the delivery of water provided from or conveyed through
Federally constructed or Federally financed facilities pursuant to this
Contract, the Contractor shall have adopted a water conservation
plan, as required by the California Urban Water Management
Planning Act (California Water Code Sec. 10610, et seq.




Alicia L. Jamar, Chief Deputy
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

Tuolumne County
Administration Center
2 South Green Street

Sonora, California 95370

Telephone: (209) 533-5521
Facsimile: (209) 533-6549

www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF TUOLUMNE :
Sherri Brennan, First Disfrict Evan Royce, Third District

John L. Gray, Fourth District Randy Hanvelt, Second District . R Karl Rodefer, Fifth District

October 6, 2015

Via Email
Shelly_Abajian@feinstein.senate.gov

Dianne Feinstein, Senator
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

Tuolumne County strongly supports Calaveras County Water District's (CCWD) request
for a Warren Act Contract to store water in New Melones Reservoir (attached). Such a contract
recognizes and supports the unique circumstances faced by headwater communities such as
ours. Approval will provide flexibility to capture and access water in a lower elevation reservoir
(a storage option not currently available) before flowing to downstream communities and water
systems, thereby enhancing regional water system resilience.

An example of a beneficiary of a Warren Act Contract in New Melones Reservoir is the
CalFire's Columbia Air Attack base in Tuolumne County. Planes and helicopters based there
provide protection to all of the Central Sierras encompassing millions of acres of land, hundreds
of thousands of people, and critical infrastructure in our watersheds. That base was a key
asset in protecting the Hetch Hetchy water system during the Rim Fire of 2013. This contract
opens a new opportunity to supply water from New Melones reservoir to the air attack base
through cooperative actions between Calaveras and Tuolumne County water agencies.

Calaveras and Tuolumne Counties' water delivery systems date back to the Gold Rush
of the mid-19th century and present high vulnerabilities and challenges to both natural and
human-caused natural disasters such as wildfires. Those systems use old wooden flumes
constructed along the sides of steep canyons over many miles to deliver a tenuous water
supply to its communities. Events such as the Rim Fire in 2013 (250,000 + acres) and the most
recent Butte Fire (70,000 + acres) of this year clearly demonstrate the need to address our
system vulnerabilities and dramatically increase our water systems' resiliency to future natural
and human-caused disasters.



Dianne Feinstein, Senator
October 6, 2015
Page 2

Tuolumne County finds that approval of the requested Warren Act Contract on behalf of
CCWD is essential to regional water management and better serving the economic and public
health and safety needs of our communities. We strongly encourage Congressional legislative
action to incorporate the proposed language into any appropriate legislation.

Slncgrely;y ;S

s
£

. John L. Gray, Chair
Tuolumne County Water Agency

! hereby certify ihat according {o (he
provisions of Government Code
Sechon 25103, delivery of this
document has been made,

lC . JAMAR
he Board
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SEC. 312. ADDITIONAL WARREN ACT
CONTRACTS.

(a) ) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall develop and offer to the
Calaveras County Water District (hereafter in this section referred to as the
“CCWD”’) a Warren Act Contract enabling CCWD to impound and store
up to 100,000 acre-feet of their Stanislaus River water rights (non-project
water) in the New Melones Reservoir in accordance with the terms and
conditions of sections 1 through 3 of the Act of February 21, 1911 (43
U.S.C. 523-525; commonly known as the ‘““Warren Act’’) as provided for
herein. This stored water may be obtained for use by CCWD at a point, or
points determined convenient to the District.

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS - The terms and conditions of any contract
entered into under subsection (a) shall—

(1) be for a term of not less than 40 years; and

(2) expressly provide that—

(A) CCWD may use any water impounded and stored in the New Melones
Reservoir for any beneficial use under California law, including use within
the boundaries of the CCWD, transfer to and reasonable and beneficial use
by a person or entity not located within the boundaries of CCWD, and for in-
stream use in the Stanislaus River, the San Joaquin River watershed, or the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta as provided below.

(B) A maximum amount of water carried over, at the end of any
water year for storage in New Melones Reservoir by CCWD, from
one water year to the next, is limited to 65 thousand acre-feet,
provided that an additional 35 thousand acre-feet may be carried
over in storage solely at the discretion of CCWD, for use to

provide in-stream fish flows and/ or water quality purposes and
other beneficial uses downstream of New Melones Reservoir. Any
water so carried over and used for fish-flows and/ or water quality
purposes by CCWD, under its storage right, shall be coordinated for
release by the Bureau of Reclamation in consultation with the
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appropriate state and federal fisheries and aquatic resources
agencies, the State Water Resources Control Board, and the Delta
Stewardship Council. For all water so released for fisheries flows
and/or water quality purposes out of CCWD's storage pool as
provided above, the Bureau of Reclamation shall forgive the CCWD
any storage charges, conveyance charges, or any other Warren Act
Contract charges in an equal amount based upon an acre-foot for acre
foot basis. Any water held over by the CCWD and used for fisheries
releases or water quality purposes shall not be subject to any storage
charges, conveyance charges, or any other Warren Act Contract
charges. Water so utilized for fisheries releases or water quality
purposes may also be used for other beneficial purposes subsequent
to the fisheries and water quality uses solely at the discretion of
CCWD. _ |

C). CCWD may, solely at its discretion, carry over additional

water for fisheries and water quality purposes out of its 65 thousand
acre-foot storage pool. Water so utilized for fisheries releases or water
quality purposes may also be used for other beneficial purposes
subsequent to the fisheries and water quality uses solely at the
discretion of CCWD. Any such additional water carried over and
used for fisheries and/or water quality purposes as provided above
shall not be subject to any storage charges, conveyance charges, or
any other Warren Act Contract charges and as provided above the
Bureau of Reclamation shall forgive the CCWD any storage charges,
conveyance charges, or any other Warren Act Contract charges in an
equal amount based upon an acre-foot for acre foot basis, for

that water year. |

D). The points of delivery for CCWD’s stored water shall be at points
suitable to put the water to beneficial use both within the Stanislaus
watershed and in areas outside the watershed, solely at the discretion

of CCWD.

E). Any new facilities necessary to put CCWD’s water to beneficial
use shall be constructed, maintained and operated by CCWD.


































